THE TWELFTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST

Sunday, August 16, 2026

10:00 A.M.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!

Plain text indicates a part of the liturgy led by a worship leader; bold text indicates a congregational response.
Hymn numbers refer to their corresponding pages in the back of the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal.

Please leave your offering in the plate at the front of the nave, near the pulpit. If you would like to give online,
please use the QR code to the right.

Standing is the
posture of the
resurrection. We
stand when we
sing hymns and
for other parts
of the service as
an expression of
resurrection joy.
1t is a way of
proclaiming that
Jesus is power-
Sfully alive! Co-
lossians 3:14-18

Welcome
Prayer Requests

Prelude

We stand as we are able.

Opening Dialog (from Psalm 67)

P May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face to shine up on us.

C Let the peoples praise you, O God,
let all the peoples praise you.

P Let the nations be glad and sing for you,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth.

C Let the peoples praise you, O God,
let all the peoples praise you.

Hymn 650

In Christ There Is No East or West



The apostolic
greeting quotes
the apostle Paul
(2 Cor. 13:14)

The Song of
Praise, or Gloria
(“Glory to
God...”), is a
continuation of
resurrection
praise. With the
angels we sing
God’s glory re-
vealed in Je-sus
Christ. (Luke
2:14).

Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

Song of Praise Glory to God
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The Prayer of
the Day is tied
to the overall
theme of the
scripture lessons
or, sometimes,
to the theme of
day if it is a spe-
cial occasion in
the church cal-
endar.
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Prayer of the Day

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as
disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be

known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen

We are seated.




The tradition of
reading sacred
scripture in
worship is a tie
to our roots in
Judaism. 1 Tim-
othy 4:13 re-
minds us of the
importance of
this practice.

The first reading
is from the Old
Testament.

The second
reading, usually
from the New
Testament let-
ters, bears the
witness of the
early church.

@ LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Lesson: Isaiah 58:1, 6-8
L A reading from Isaiah.

'Thus says the LorD:

Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come,

and my deliverance be revealed.

%And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,
to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,
and to be his servants,

all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it,
and hold fast my covenant—

"these I will bring to my holy mountain,
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar;

for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.

"Thus says the Lord Gop,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel,

I will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Second Lesson: Romans 11:1-2qa, 29-32
L A reading from Romans.

[Paul writes:] 'I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. **God has not rejected his people
whom he foreknew.

*For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. *°Just as you were once disobedient to
God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, *'so they have now been diso-
bedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. *“For God
has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



The Gospel Ac-
clamation is the
congregation’s
response to the
announcement
and reading of

the Holy Gospel.

1t gives special
focus to the
Gospel, the
principal and
climactic bibli-
cal reading in
the liturgy.

The Liturgy of
the Word culmi-
nates in the
reading of the
gospel and the
sermon by
which Christ
comes among
his people and
speaks to us in

our own context.

Because of this
we stand to lis-
ten to the good
news of our
Lord.

We stand.

Gospel Acclamation
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The Gospel: Matthew 15:10-28
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 15" chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

[ Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:''it is not what goes into
the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” *Then the dis-
ciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard
what you said?” *He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be up-
rooted. '*Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another,
both will fall into a pit.” '*But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” '®Then he said, “Are
you also still without understanding? '"Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the
stomach, and goes out into the sewer? '*But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart,
and this is what defiles. '°For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication,
theft, false witness, slander. “’These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does
not defile.”

?!Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. **Just then a Canaanite
woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David;
my daughter is tormented by a demon.” *’But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came
and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” **He answered, “I was
sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” ’But she came and knelt before him, saying,
“Lord, help me.” **He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.”
2’She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then
Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her
daughter was healed instantly.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit.

Sermon Pastor Meredith Williams



This hymn com-
plements the
day’s scripture
readings and
sermon.

We stand as we are able and sing the hymn.

Hymn Build a Longer Table
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1 Build a long - er ta - ble, not a  high-er wall,
2 Build a saf - er ref - uge, not a larg - er jail;
3 Build a broad - er door - way, not a long-er fence.
4 When we lived as ex - iles, ref -u - gees a - broad,
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Christ be - came our door - way to the reign of God.
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For an -y place  where jus - tice is de - nied,
When we em - brace com - pas - sion more than fear,
So must our ta - bles wel - come those who roam.
n | pr— 1
A L.pl o g J — P —1 i
| | | ‘ al
J !  e—
Christ breaks walls to piec - es; false di - vi-sions end.
Christ will breach the jail wall, free-ing all in - side.
Christ tears down our fenc - es: all are wel-come here.
None can be ex - clud - ed; all must find a home.

The Prayers
- Each petition concludes:

P Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.




We join our
hearts in prayer
as we pray for
the Church, for
the well-being of
creation, for
peace and jus-
tice, for those in
need. 1 Timothy
2:1-2

Much more than
a pleasant greet-
ing—we do this
to proclaim
God’s promise
of peace.

2 Corinthians
13:11

Our gifts are
received and
dedicated to our
Lord’s service.
These offerings
support the min-
istries of this
congregation,
the Virginia Syn-
od, ELCA, and
our global mis-
sion partners.

As our gifts of
offerings and
tithes are
brought forward
we sing a canti-
cle of thanksgiv-
ing for God'’s
generous good-
ness.

THE EUCHARISTIC LITURGY

The Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We greet one another, saying “Peace be with you.”

The Offering

Offertory Hymn

We are seated for the first three stanzas; we stand as we are able and sing together stanza 4.
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1 There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - ¢y, like the wide-ness of the sea;

2 There 1is wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;
3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
4 ’Tis not all we owe to Je - sus; it i1s  some-thing more than all:
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there’s a kind-ness in  God’sjus - tice which is  more than lib - er - ty.
there is mer-cy  with the Sav-ior; there is heal-ing in  his blood.
and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of e - wvil, larg - er mer-cy through the fall.
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There is no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav’'n.
There i1s grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;

But we make this love too nar - row by false lim - its
Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you

of our own;
at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv’'n.
there is room for fresh «cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.
and we mag-m - fy its  strict-ness with a zeal God will not own.
and our lives will  be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy




Our prayer is
modeled after the
Jewish prayer of
thanksgiving and
dedicates the
giver to a stew-
ardship of all

life.

The Thanksgiv-
ing Dialogue
begins the part of
our worship
called the Great
Thanksgiving.

The dialogue and
the Proper Pref-
ace are ancient
parts of the wor-
ship which pro-
claim our thanks
for the gifts of
God in the meal.

The Sanctus
(“holy”) echoes
the angels’ cry in
Isaiah 6:3 and
the crowds of
Mark 11:9 as
Jesus entered
Jerusalem. This
reminds us that
we are in the
presence of a
God identified
both by holiness
and humility.

Offertory Prayer

P Letus pray. Loving God,

C we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,

so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen

Thanksgiving Dialogue
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It right to give our thanks and praise.
The Proper Preface
The presiding minister continues: “It is indeed right ...”
The proper preface concludes: ~ “we praise your name and join their unending hymn.”
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The Eucharistic
Prayer recalls
God’s saving
acts throughout
history and, par-
ticularly, the
words and ac-
tions, the com-
mands and
promises of Je-
sus at the last
supper with his
disciples as rec-
orded in scrip-
ture.

The Lord’s
Prayer brings
the Great
Thanksgiving to
a conclusion.
Prayed here,
this familiar and
beloved prayer
becomes the
table-prayer of
the congrega-
tion. Luke 11:1-
13; Matthew 6:5
-15

Eucharistic Prayer

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
C Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
P Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

We are seated.



Once we have
all received the
sacrament and
returned to our
seats, we cele-
brate the per-
sonal encounter
with the risen
Christ through
blessing, prayer,
and singing.

We are dis-
missed
from worship
knowing that
our service does
not end. Rather,
having been in
the presence of
the risen Lord,
we leave so that
our service may
truly begin.

] COMMUNION WITH OUR RISEN LORD ]

= ® _@;E WELCOME TO CHRIST’S TABLE - @ _@E

W COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION W %
We come forward by way of the center aisle to receive communion at

the altar rail. We return to our pews by way of the side aisles.

Post-Communion Blessing
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen

Post-Communion Prayer

P Let us pray. Compassionate God,

C through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen

Blessing

P The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon
you and remain with you for ever.

C Amen

Hymn 665 Rise, Shine, You People!

Dismissal
P Go in peace loving God and loving your neighbor.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK’S

Sunday, August 16 10AM Worship with Holy Communion
Monday, August 17 SPM—7PM The Lion’s Share open
Tuesday, August 18
Wednesday, August 19
Thursday, August 20
Friday, August 21 10AM—noon The Lion’s Share open
6:30PM NA meeting (Fellowship Hall)
Saturday, August 22 8PM NA meeting (Fellowship Hall)
Sunday, August 23 10AM Worship with Holy Communion
SERVING IN WORSHIP
Today Next Week
Greeter
Lector
Communion Assistant
Coffee Hour

The 11:00 AM worship schedule will resume on
Sunday, September 13.




?} S t . M ark,s Ministers and Staff

Ministers: Congregation of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

Lutheran Church Secretary / Financial Administrator: Kathy Bryant

Organist / Choir Director: Jacob Gordon
Loving God, Loving Our Neighbor Pastor: James Armentrout

1008 FRANKLIN ROAD SOUTHWEST, ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 24016

Phone: (540) 344-9051 Web: www.stmarksroanoke.org
E-mail:  office@stmarksroanoke.org Facebook: St. Mark’s Lutheran Roanoke

Liturgical texts reprinted by permission, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License SAS003958. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture readings are
from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Build a Longer Table—text: David Bjorlin; music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol. Text © 2019 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission,
ONE LICENSE, License #A-729546.

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy—text: Frederick W. Faber; music: LorD, REvivE Us, North American, 19th cent.



